
225

Georgia's 

  
Champions January 2025

W‌
‌E‌

W
‌I
‌L
‌L

T
‌H
‌R
‌I
‌V
‌E

I
‌N

H A P P Y
N EW
Y E A R



SAVE THE DATES
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2025 INDOOR WINTER GAMES
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAEA62FA2FBCF8-51109015-special#/


PUBLIX 
“LIGHT THE TORCH” CAMPAIGN
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“Light the Torch” with Publix Super Markets, January 10th-January 19th, 2025. Publix
has long been a dedicated partner of the Special Olympics, supporting its initiatives to
promote inclusion and empowerment for individuals with intellectual disabilities. One
notable aspect of this partnership is Publix's involvement in fundraising campaigns,
including the Special Olympics Torch Campaign. Stop in at your local Publix in
January and make a donation at a cash register.”
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2025 INDOOR WINTER GAMES
FACT SHEET
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2025 POLAR PLUNGE
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2025 STATE SUMMER GAMES
FACT SHEET
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HEALTHY ATHLETES 
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CLINICAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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2025 SHOOT FOR CHAMPIONS
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 2025 - GARLAND MOUNTAIN



VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

Carli J.
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Kara was 8 years old when she started participating
in Special Olympics, but also participated in Young
Athletes. She is now 20 and in the transition
program at her school learning job and life skills.
Bowling has been her favorite sport that she has
done so far. She has also participated in track and
field, basketball and dance. She loves to cheer on
her friends when they compete. In her free time,
Kara loves to play with her dogs Cash and Penny
and her cat Cosmo. 

We are thrilled to recognize Carli Joiner, BCBA, LBA as our Volunteer of
the Month! Since becoming Special Olympics Georgia’s Healthy
Athletes Clinical Director for Strong Minds in May 2024, Carli has made
an incredible impact on our organization and the individuals we serve.
From the moment she stepped into her role, Carli showed a passion for
making a difference. Her debut at the Summer Games was a
resounding success, with a fantastic turnout that exceeded our
expectations. This was just the beginning, as she immediately began to
shape the future of our programs with a remarkable dedication to her
role.

For the Fall Games, Carli went above and beyond by adjusting her
schedule to allow us to hold screenings both Friday and Saturday,
resulting in over 80 screenings. This was a huge accomplishment and
speaks to her commitment to helping as many people as possible
access the care and resources they need.
Thank you, Carli, for your unwavering dedication, hard work, and
passion. You have made a profound difference in the lives of so many
of SOGAs athletes, and we are incredibly grateful to have you as part of
the team.

BCBA, LBA

KARA A.
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SPONSORSHIP SPOTLIGHT
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www.rockitapple.com
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A BIG THANK YOU TO ROCKIT APPLE FOR THEIR AMAZING SUPPORT OF OUR 18,546 ATHLETES AND THEIR
FAMILIES THESE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS! THEIR SUPPORT AT THE SUMMER GAMES IN 2023, 2024 AND
OUR UPCOMING 2025 WINTER GAMES HAS BEEN, AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE, A CORNERSTONE OF THE
EVENT’S SUCCESS. THEY SPONSORED OUR OPENING CEREMONY AND OLYMPIC TOWN BOOTH, GIVING

OUR ATHLETES UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES. THEY’VE ALSO PROVIDED PRODUCT SAMPLES FOR OUR
ATHLETES, ADDING TO THE EXCITEMENT! ROCKIT APPLE’S SUPPORT HAS ALLOWED OUR ATHLETES TO
SHINE, CREATING A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT. THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE
MADE A HUGE IMPACT, HELPING TO CREATE LIFE-CHANGING MOMENTS FOR ATHLETES, FAMILIES, AND

VOLUNTEERS. WE ARE SO THANKFUL FOR ROCKIT APPLE’S SUPPORT, WHICH TRULY REFLECTS THE
SPIRIT OF INCLUSION AND EMPOWERMENT IN SPECIAL OLYMPICS. THANK YOU, ROCKIT APPLE, FOR BEING

SUCH AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR MISSION!



CALLING COACHES AND
UNIFIED PARTNERS
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SOGA PROMOTIONALS
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Thank you to agency treasurers for the hard
work and timely financial submissions!


